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ABSTRACT: Perfluoro group containing molecules possess an
important self-aggregation property through the fluorous (F···F)
interaction which makes them useful for diverse applications such as
medicinal chemistry, separation techniques, polymer technology, and
biology. In this article, we have investigated the solvation dynamics of
coumarin-153 (C153) and coumarin-6H (C6H) in ethanol (ETH), 2-
fluoroethanol (MFE), and 2,2,2-trifluoroethanol (TFE) using the
femtosecond upconversion technique and molecular dynamics (MD)
simulation to understand the role of fluorous interaction between the
solute and solvent molecules in the solvation dynamics of perfluoro group
containing molecules. The femtosecond upconversion data show that the
time scales of solvation dynamics of C6H in ETH, MFE, and TFE are
approximately the same whereas the solvation dynamics of C153 in TFE
is slow as compared to that of ETH and MFE. It has also been observed that the time scale of solvation dynamics of C6H in ETH
and MFE is higher than that of C153 in the same solvents. MD simulation results show a qualitative agreement with the
experimental data in terms of the time scale of the slow components of the solvation for all the systems. The experimental and
simulation studies combined lead to the conclusion that the solvation dynamics of C6H in all solvents as well as C153 in ETH
and MFE is mostly governed by the charge distribution of ester moieties (CO and O) of dye molecules whereas the solvation
of C153 in TFE is predominantly due to the dispersive fluorous interaction (F···F) between the perfluoro groups of the C153
and solvent molecules.

■ INTRODUCTION

Extensive research efforts have been devoted to design the
noncanonical amino acids, especially the fluorocarbon-sub-
stituted amino acids, to incorporate the recombinant proteins
in order to modulate the physicochemical properties of proteins
in a controlled manner.1−7 In fact, several experimental and
molecular dynamics (MD) simulation studies have shown that
the fluorination of the helix bundle and coiled proteins
increases its stability against the chemical and thermal
denaturation without affecting much in their structure as well
as biological activity.6,8−10 Apart from the biology, fluorinated
molecules have been used extensively in other fields such as
medicinal chemistry, polymer industry, and separation
techniques.11−16 It has been shown that the fluoro-substituted
polymers are nonsticky as well as friction-reducing, and as a
result they have been extensively used for the coating of optical
fibers, thermoplastics, and elastomers.12 It has been also found
that the selectivity as well as quantum yield of several organic
reactions have been enhanced when they were performed in the
fluorinated mediums.13,14

Substitution of fluorocarbon (C−F) in place of hydrocarbon
(C−H) provides unique but important physicochemical
properties to molecules. Both fluorocarbons and hydrocarbons

are hydrophobic in nature, but they differ in other ways.15,17

The C−F group is highly polar and less polarizable due to the
high electronegativity as well as small size of fluorine. The
dipole moment of C−F is higher than that of the C−H bond,
and the direction of the dipole of the C−F is opposite to that of
the C−H. The higher dipole moment of C−F generates strong
inductive effect, which creates strong electrostatic interaction
with the polar groups. Indeed, due to this induced polar nature,
the hydrophobicity of C−F has been described as polar
hydrophobicity.18 Moreover, the C−F bond is longer than the
C−H bond which increases the volume of C−F containing
molecules as compared to the C−H ones. These unique
properties of the C−F group endues them with self-aggregation
properties through weak fluorous (F···F) interactions.
Due to the unique nature of the C−F group, several groups

have attempted to understand the photophysical as well as
hydration phenomena of molecules containing the C−F group.
Krishnamoorthy and co-workers have shown that the
replacement of tryptophan by 5-fluorotryptophan decreases
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the heterogeneity of proteins.19 Knutson and co-workers have
shown that 5F-tryptophan slows down and suppresses electron
transfer quenching as well as significantly masking pseudo-time-
dependent fluorescence Stokes’ shift in monellin protein and
thereby helps to provide a clear observation on the ultrafast
relaxation explicitly due to solvent and protein response.20

Zewail and co-workers have studied the effect of surface
fluorination on the water−protein dynamics and found that the
fluorinated side chains exert strong electrostatic drag on the
neighboring water molecules which slows down the water
motion more at the fluorinated surface as compared to the
nonfluorinated ones.21 Recently, we have studied the behavior
of probe molecules containing the perfluoro group (−CF3) in
the presence and absence of solvents having the perfluoro
group to understand the role of fluorous interaction between
the solute and solvents molecules on their photophysical
properties.22 We have shown that the perfluoro group of TFE
has a preferential organization around the −CF3 group of
coumarin 153 (C153). Molecular dynamics snapshots as well as
radial distribution function analysis were presented in (ref 22)
to manifest solvent organization around coumarin dyes in
different fluorinated alcohols. The radial distribution function
analysis indicates a preferential solvation through the −CF3 end
of 2,2,2-trifluoroethanol (TFE) rather than its oxygen end of
OH group around perfluoro group of C153. We have also
shown that in 2-fluoroethanol (MFE), the −CF3 group of C153
prefers to have a CF2−F···H−(CHF) kind of electrostatic
interaction over the CF2−F···F−(CH2) type of dispersion
interaction. On the other hand, in TFE, the −CF3 group of
coumarin 153 prefers to have a C−F···F−C type dispersion
interaction. Hence, the next question arises as to whether the
fluorous interaction plays any significant role in the solvation
process as well, if the probe and solvents both contain the
perfluoro groups.
In order to get the answer to the above question, we have

applied femtosecond upconversion as well as MD simulation
techniques to study the solvation behavior of two prototypical
dyes coumarin-6H (C6H) and C153 (structures are depicted in
Figure 1) in ethanol (ETH), MFE, and TFE solvents. Both
dyes have the same skeleton except for the presence of
perfluoro group in C153. We have used two different
fluorinated-ETHs along with ETH to have a systematic
understanding of the solvation process of these two dyes in

fluorinated solvents. The femtosecond upconversion and MD
simulation data clearly reveal that the solvation dynamics of
C6H in all the solvents and C153 in ETH and MFE is mostly
governed by the charge distribution of ester moieties (CO
and O) of the dye molecules whereas the solvation of C153 in
TFE is predominantly due to the dispersive fluorous interaction
(F···F) between the perfluoro groups of the C153 and TFE
molecules.

■ METHODS

Absorption spectra were measured using a UV−vis spectropho-
tometer (Thermo Fisher Scientific Evolution 201). The O.D.
was kept below 0.1 for steady state experiments in order to
avoid inner filter effect. Steady state fluorescence emission
spectra were recorded with a fluoromax 4 (HORIBA Scientific)
spectrofluorometer. In order to investigate the early time
dynamics, i.e., in the picosecond−femtosecond regime, femto-
second optical gating technique was used. The detailed
description of the upconversion setup used in this study has
been mentioned elsewhere.23 Briefly, the sample was excited at
390 and 420 nm for C6H and C153, respectively, using the
second harmonic of a mode-locked Ti:sapphire laser (Tsunami,
Spectra Physics) pumped by a 5 W Millennia (Spectra Physics)
laser. The fundamental beam, 780 nm (for C6H) or 840 nm
(for C153), respectively, was frequency doubled in a nonlinear
crystal (1 mm BBO, θ = 25°, ϕ = 90°) to produce the desired
excitation wavelength. The fluorescence signal from the sample
was upconverted in a nonlinear crystal (0.5 mm BBO, θ = 38°,
ϕ = 90°) using the fundamental beam as a gate pulse. The
upconverted light was dispersed into a monochromator and
detected using photon counting electronics. The fluorescence
decays were recorded at the magic angle polarization with
respect to the excitation pulse. The full width at half-maximum
(fwhm) of the cross-correlation function of the upconversion
instrument was found to be ∼280 fs from the Raman scattering
of ethanol. The power of the second harmonic signal was
intentionally kept low (∼5 mW) using a neutral density filter to
avoid the photobleaching of the sample. The femtosecond
fluorescence decay profiles were fitted using a Gaussian
function of the same “fwhm” as the excitation pulse and by
iterative deconvolution using a local program24 keeping the
nanosecond lifetime, found from the TCSPC experiment, fixed
at each time. The O.D. of the sample was kept at ∼1.0 for the

Figure 1. Structures of C6H (left) and C153 (right) along with their absorption and emission spectra in ETH (black), MFE (red), and TFE (blue),
respectively. The absorption spectra are shown as solid lines whereas the emission spectra are shown as broken lines.
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upconversion measurement as the path length used in the setup
was 1 mm. Absorption and emission spectra were measured
before and after upconversion measurements to ensure the
stability of the sample against photobleaching and the reliability
of data. The time-resolved emission spectra (TRES) were
constructed using the best fit parameters of the femtosecond
fluorescence decays and steady state emission intensities
proposed by Maroncelli and Fleming.25−29 The relaxation of
solvent around the newly formed excited state dipole of the
probe created by femtosecond pulses leads to the red-shift of
the fluorescence spectrum. This shift in the TRES spectrum can
be represented as C(t) according to the following equation

ν ν
ν ν

= − ∞
− ∞

C t
t

( )
{ ( ) ( )}
{ (0) ( )}

where ν(0), ν(t), and ν(∞) are emission peak frequencies at 0,
t, and ∞ time, respectively; generally ν(∞) is the peak
frequency found from the steady state fluorescence spectrum.
C(t) may also be written as

= − ∞
− ∞

C t
E t E
E E

( )
{ ( ) ( )}
{ (0) ( )}

where E(0), E(t), and E(∞) are the solvation energy of solute
at 0, t, and ∞ time, respectively. When the perturbation is
small, according to the linear response theory, the exper-
imentally measured nonequilibrium solvation time correlation
function can be equated to the equilibrium fluctuation
autocorrelation function of the total energy of the dye which
is commonly referred as equilibrium solvation time correlation
function CS(t)

30

= ⟨Δ Δ ⟩
⟨Δ Δ ⟩

C t
E E t
E E

( )
(0) ( )
(0) (0)S

where ΔE(t) = E (t)− E t( ) is the time-dependent fluctuation of
the total energy of dye molecule, E(t), and E t( )is the total
energy and the average energy of dye molecule at time t,
respectively. Next, CS(t) is fitted with a triexponential formula

as CS(t) = a0 exp(−t/a1) + a2 exp(−t/a3) + (1 − a0 − a2)
exp(−t/a4), where α1, α3, and α4 are the characteristic time
constants. We have performed MD simulations of C153 and
C6H in ETH, MFE, and TFE using the GROMACS
(GROMACS version 4.6.5) package.31 The automated top-
ology builder (ATB) software32 has been utilized to generate
the parameters of both C153 and C6H. In the case of ETH and
TFE, we have considered the united atom parameters of
GROMOS53a6 force field.33 The perfluoro group was
described by four explicit atoms (one carbon and three fluorine
atoms), and methylene (and methyl) group was described as a
single carbon atom. The topology of MFE was constructed by
attaining its correct density. All the simulations have been
started with the structures of C153 and C6H which were
optimized by ATB, and then solvation of these dyes has been
done in different solvents. For dye molecules, the similar atom
descriptions were used as solvents. The partial charges on each
atom of the dye molecules are listed in Figure S3 of the
Supporting Information. The steepest descent energy mini-
mization has been performed to all systems. The solvated
system was equilibrated in NPT condition for 10 ns at 300 K
temperature and 1 bar pressure for all cases. The NPT
production run to all the equilibrated system was performed
using a Nose−Hoover34 thermostat (with a time constant value
of 0.5 ps−1) and Parrinello−Rahmann barostat35 (with a time
constant value of 1.0 ps−1) to maintain the temperature and
pressure. For each of the simulations, we have used a time step
of 1 fs with periodic boundary conditions. Electrostatic
interactions were handled by particle Mesh Ewald (PME)
calculation.36 with a grid pacing of 0.16 nm and an interpolation
order of 4. The neighbor list was generated at every 10 steps.
The trajectories were saved at every 20 fs interval for the
calculation of relevant quantities. In this study, we have used
1970 solvent molecules along with 1 dye molecule in a cubic
box of 7.0 nm. A cutoff radius of 1.0 nm has been used for both
neighbor list search and van der Waals interaction. The 20 ns
simulation for each of the dye−solvent systems has been
performed.

Figure 2. Femtosecond lifetime decay profiles of C6H (a) and C153 (b) in ETH from the blue to red region of the emission spectra.
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■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Figure 1 shows the structures of C6H and C153 as well as the
steady state absorption and emission spectra of C6H and C153
in ETH, MFE, and TFE, respectively. The peak position of the
absorption and emission spectra of C6H and C153 get red-
shifted in fluorinated-ETHs as compared to ETH. However,
there is a noticeable difference in the emission spectra of C153
in fluorinated-ETHs as compared to C6H. The emission
spectrum of C153 in TFE is blue-shifted as compared to MFE
whereas the emission spectrum of C6H in TFE is more red-
shifted than MFE which indicates that the local surrounding of
C153 in TFE is different from that of C6H.
In order to realize the solvation behavior of these two dyes in

ETH, MFE, and TFE, we have calculated the solvent
correlation time C(t) by measuring the TRES using the
femtosecond upconversion technique. Around 25 fluorescent
decay curves have been measured for each sample from the

blue to red edge of the respective emission spectrum. Figure 2
shows the typical time traces of C6H and C153 in ETH from
the blue region to the red region of the steady state emission
spectra. The time trace profiles show ultrafast decay component
along with long time decay component at the blue edge of the
emission spectra, whereas it shows an ultrafast rise component
along with a long time decay component in the red region of
emission spectra. A similar nature of time traces has been found
for the C6H as well as C153 in MFE and TFE as shown in
Figure S1. The observed decay behavior of time traces at the
blue region and the rise at the red region of the emission
spectrum are the characteristic features of the solvation process,
and such features have been shown earlier for many different
systems.26,37−46 Time traces have been fitted with the sum of
exponentials. Further, we have constructed the TRES for these
two dyes in ETH, MFE, and TFE using their respective best
fitting parameters obtained from their decay time traces. Figure
3 shows the TRES of C6H and C153 in ETH, whereas the

Figure 3. Time-resolved emission spectra (TRES) of C6H (a) and C153 (b) in ETH.

Figure 4. Plots of solvent relaxation time (C(t)) (in log scale) of C6H (a) and C153 (b) in ETH (black), MFE (red), and TFE (blue). The linear
scale plots of C(t) of C6H and C153 in the respective solvents are provided in the insets.

Table 1. Amplitude and Time Components of the C(t) of C153 and C6H in ETH, MFE, and TFE Obtained from the
Fluorescence Upconversion Studya

system τ1 a1 τ2 a2 τ3 a3 τav

C6H
ETH 0.70 ± 0.04 0.14 ± 0.03 8.88 ± 0.09 0.35 ± 0.04 48.92 ± 1.61 0.51 ± 0.02 28.19 ± 0.02
MFE 0.61 ± 0.07 0.28 ± 0.02 8.88 ± 0.28 0.31 ± 0.02 55.75 ± 0.66 0.41 ± 0.00 25.70 ± 0.11
TFE 0.46 ± 0.01 0.23 ± 0.02 5.47 ± 0.63 0.31 ± 0.03 55.77 ± 3.86 0.46 ± 0.03 27.38 ± 0.14

C153
ETH 1.62 ± 0.13 0.29 ± 0.01 10.13 ± 0.42 0.21 ± 0.02 34.08 ± 0.45 0.50 ± 0.01 19.36 ± 0.01
MFE 1.57 ± 0.08 0.28 ± 0.03 9.39 ± 0.18 0.27 ± 0.03 28.40 ± 0.62 0.45 ± 0.03 15.66 ± 2.32
TFE 0.85 ± 0.04 0.38 ± 0.02 12.17 ± 0.15 0.42 ± 0.01 93.61 ± 0.48 0.19 ± 0.03 23.18 ± 2.10

aThe time components are in units of picosecond.
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TRES profiles for C6H and C153 in MFE and TFE are
provided in the Supporting Information (Figure S2). Log-
normal fits to TRES are used for calculating the time-
dependent Stokes shifts in terms of first moment (mean)
frequency shifts.
Figure 4 shows the C(t) of C6H and C153 in ETH, MFE,

and TFE solutions, respectively. The C(t) for both dyes in
ETH, MFE, and TFE were fitted with three exponentials, and
the values of their amplitudes, solvation time components, as
well as average solvation time are provided in Table 1. The
three components of C(t) for C153 in ETH were found to be
1.6, 10.1, and 34.1 ps, respectively, yielding the average
solvation time to be 19.4 ps, which is in good agreement with
the earlier reports of Maroncelli and co-workers.25,28 Fast
components (1.6 and 10.1 ps) of C(t) have been assigned to
the inertial nature of solvation, whereas the slow component
(∼30 ps) of C(t) has been assigned to the diffusive nature of
solvation by Maroncelli and co-workers based on their
extensive theoretical and experimental studies on the solvation
of C153 in different types of solvents.27,29,43,47,48 The inertial
nature of solvation has been assigned mainly to the libration
mode as well as hindered libration mode of solvent molecules,
whereas diffusive nature of solvation has been attributed mainly
to the viscosity of the solvent medium as well as specific
solute−solvent interaction.48−50
It can be observed that the average C(t) for C6H in ETH,

MFE, and TFE is approximately the same within the
experimental uncertainty. However, the average C(t) of C153
in TFE is higher as compared to ETH and MFE. Noticeably,
the first two components of the C(t) for both dyes in all
solvents are approximately same within the experimental
uncertainty. However, the third component of C(t) of C153
in TFE (93.6 ps) is ∼3 times larger as compared to ETH (34.1
ps) and MFE (28.4 ps), whereas it is approximately the same
for C6H in all the solvents. The trend of C(t) values clearly
indicates that the solvation of C153 in TFE is different from
that of C6H. Interestingly, unlike C153 in TFE, the average
C(t) as well as the last component of C(t) of C6H in ETH and
MFE is higher than C153 which suggests that the specific
interaction between C153 and TFE can be an important player
in their slow solvation time scale.
To investigate the molecular origin of slower solvation time

scale of C153 in TFE, we have performed equilibrium
molecular dynamics simulation of C153 and C6H in ETH,
MFE, and TFE. The experimentally measured nonequilibrium
C(t) can be equated to the equilibrium fluctuation
autocorrelation function of the total energy of the dye which

is commonly referred as equilibrium solvation time correlation
function, Cs(t). Hence, we have calculated the Cs(t) of C153
and C6H dye in ETH, MFE, and TFE using MD simulations.
The results obtained from our calculations have been presented
below in Figure 5 where the plots of Cs(t) are fitted with
triexponential decay and the obtained values of parameters have
been shown in Table 2. The time components of Cs(t) of C153

in different solvents clearly show that Cs(t) values of C153 in
TFE have a significantly slower component (77 ps) than ETH
(35 ps) and MFE (29 ps). The components of Cs(t) of C6H in
ETH, MFE, and TFE are approximately the same within the
uncertainty of the calculations. The time scales of the slow
component of Cs(t) of C6H in ETH and MFE are higher than
that of C153 in the same solvents. The simulation results do
not match quantitatively with the experimental values;
nevertheless, they are in qualitatively good agreement.
First, we have focused on understanding the slower solvation

dynamics of C6H as compared to C153 in ETH and MFE. In
order to realize the origin of slower C(t) of C6H in ETH, we

Figure 5. Cs(t) of C6H (a) and C153 (b) in ETH (black), MFE (red), and TFE (blue). The solid lines represent the best fit of the plots.

Table 2. Calculated Amplitude and Time Components of the
Cs(t) of C153 and C6H in ETH, MFE, and TFE Obtained
from the MD Simulationa

τ1 a1 τ2 a2 τ3 a3

C6H
ETH 0.30 0.31 8.98 0.33 50.0 0.36
MFE 0.09 0.30 1.95 0.25 44.0 0.45
TFE 0.30 0.32 8.27 0.35 48.0 0.33

C153
ETH 0.24 0.36 3.63 0.23 35.7 0.41
MFE 0.26 0.41 4.47 0.31 29.9 0.28
TFE 0.65 0.33 15.14 0.29 77.0 0.38

C6H (charge modified)
ETH 0.22 0.30 3.86 0.22 33.6 0.48
TFE 0.23 0.37 5.54 0.34 38.6 0.37

C153 (only CF3 part)
TFE 0.17 0.64 5.45 0.25 68.1 0.11

TFE(Cou) 0.35 0.61 4.86 0.31 40.1 0.08
TFE(LJ) 0.15 0.68 4.18 0.21 62.2 0.11

aThe time components are in units of picosecond. C6H (charge
modified) represents the condition when the charges of the CO and
O of C6H have been replaced with C153. C153 (only CF3 part)
means the Cs(t) of C153 has been calculated explicitly by considering
only the energy of the −CF3 group of the molecule. Cou and LJ stand
for the Coulombic and Lennard-Jones energies, respectively.
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have calculated the Cs(t) of C6H in ETH and TFE by changing
the partial charges on both the oxygen atoms of C6H (CO
and O) with the partial charges of oxygen atoms of C153 and
tuning other charges minimally to preserve the neutrality of the
molecule. Swapping of charges on the oxygen atoms have been
done to exclude the effect of the CF3 group of the C153 and
making the molecule environment of C6H similar to that of
C153. The calculated Cs(t) values of modified C6H in ETH
and TFE are shown in Figure 6, and values of the parameters

are provided in Table 2. It can be seen that the slow component
of modified Cs(t) of C6H in ETH is ∼33.6 ps, which is very
close to the Cs(t) of C153 (35.6 ps) in the same solvent clearly
stating that higher charge on the oxygen sites of the C6H
causes the higher C(t) of C6H than that of C153 in ETH.
Moreover, the Cs(t) of modified C6H in TFE is ∼38.6 ps which
is less than the Cs(t) of C153 (77.0 ps) in the same solvent
indicating that the −CF3 group of the C153 plays a significant
role in the slow component of the solvation in TFE.
Finally, to uncover the molecular basis of the slow time

component of C153 in TFE, the structural difference between
C153 and C6H has been considered. The structural motif of
C6H and C153 is almost the same except for the presence of
the CF3 group on C153. Our earlier study regarding the solvent
organization around C153 indicates that the CF3 group of TFE
has a preferential arrangement around the perfluoro group of
C153 which is the reason behind the different photophysical
behavior of C153 in TFE as compared to other fluorinated-

ETHs.22 To investigate the role of perfluoro group of C153 in
the slow component of C(t) of C153 in TFE, we have
calculated equilibrium Cs(t) by considering explicitly the energy
of the −CF3 group of C153 in TFE, and the result is shown in
Figure 7a and Table 2. The components of Cs(t) of C153 in
TFE again show the slow component (68 ps) which is very
close to the slow component of Cs(t) (77 ps) when the energy
of whole molecule is considered. This indicates that the −CF3
group has direct influence on the emergence of the slow
component of Cs(t) of C153 in TFE. In order to get more
comprehensive understanding behind the role of −CF3 group
in the slow component of Cs(t) of C153 in TFE, we have
decomposed Cs(t) further into Coulombic and Lennard-Jones
part. The decay profiles of the decomposed parts of Cs(t) are
shown in Figures 7b and c, and the values of the fitting
parameters for these decays are provided in Table 2. The slow
component of Cs(t) for the Lennard-Jones part (dispersive
interaction) is ∼63 ps whereas it appears to be ∼40 ps for the
Coulombic part. The slow component of Cs(t) of C153 in TFE
for the Lennard-Jones part is closer to the without decomposed
Cs(t) value (77 ps) as well as observed experimental C(t) value
(93 ps) indicating that the slow component of the C153 in TFE
is mainly originating from the dispersive interaction between
the CF3 groups of C153 and TFE, and the contribution of the
Coulombic part is not significant. This study clearly describes
that the solvation dynamics of C6H in all the solvents as well as
C153 in ETH and MFE are mostly determined by the charge
distribution of ester moieties (CO and O) of the dye
molecules. However, solvation dynamics of C153 in TFE is
primarily governed by the perfluoro (−CF3) group of the dye
molecule which creates dispersive fluorous interaction (F···F)
between the −CF3 group of the dye and TFE molecules.

■ CONCLUSION

We have investigated the solvation dynamics of C153 and C6H
in ETH, MFE, and TFE using the femtosecond upconversion
and MD simulation methods in order to understand the role of
fluorous interaction in the solvation dynamics of the perfluoro
group containing molecules. The results obtained from the
femtosecond upconversion studies show that time scales of the
solvation dynamics of C6H in ETH, MFE, and TFE are
approximately the same whereas the solvation dynamics of
C153 in TFE is slow as compared to those in ETH and MFE. It
has also been observed that the solvation dynamics of C153 in
ETH and MFE is less than that of C6H in the same solvents.
MD simulation results show a qualitative agreement with the

Figure 6. Cs(t) calculation of C6H in ETH (red) and TFE (cyan) on
replacing the charges on CO and O of C6H with C153.The solid
lines represent the best fit of the plots.

Figure 7. (a) Cs(t) calculation of C153 in TFE on explicit consideration of the energy of −CF3 group of molecules. (b) and (c) describe the
Columbic and Lennard-Jones part of the Cs(t) of C153 in TFE on explicit consideration of the energy of the −CF3 group of molecules.
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experimental results in terms of the time scales of the slow
components of the solvation in all the systems. Based on
experimental and simulation results, it has been concluded that
the solvation dynamics of C6H in all the solvents and C153in
ETH and MFE is mostly governed by the charge distribution of
ester moieties (CO and O) of the dye molecules whereas the
slow component of the C153 in TFE is predominantly due to
the dispersive fluorous interaction (F···F) between the
perfluoro groups of the C153 and TFE molecules. Our study
demonstrates that the fluorous interaction is a key player in the
solvation dynamics of the perfluoro group containing
molecules.
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